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EPHRAIM E. URBACH

Prof. Ephraim E. Urbach was born in 1812 in Wloclawek in Poland. He studied at the
Theological Seminary in Breslau and at the Universities of Breslau and Rome. He made
Aliyah in 1938 and became engaged in teaching and education. In 1953 he commenced
teaching Talmud and Midrash at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, and in 1958 was
appointed professor.

He has published numerous articles and books on the Talmud, Midrash and rabbinical
literature, all the result of methodical, encompassing and deep research. Ameong his books,
which have become standard reference works, are “The Tossaphists” (1955, 4th Englarged
Edition 1980); “The Sages, their Concepts and Beliefs” {1968, English translation 1979);
“The Halakha — Its Sources and Development” (1984, English translation 1986). He has
received many prizes for his works, among others the Israel Prize for Jewish Studiesin 1955.

Prof. Urbach has contributed greatly to the development and consolidation of Higher
Education in Israel. He is a Member of the Academy of the Hebrew Language and of the
American Academy of Jewish Studies, President of the Israel Academy of Science and
Humanities (1980—1986), and since 1973 has been President of the World Union of Jewish
Studies.

UNIVERSITY OF HAIFA

The Senate of the University of Haifa by virtue of the authority vested in it by the by-laws of the
University and on the recommendation of the President and the Executive Committee

n hereby confers upon
EPHRAIM E. URBACH
the degree of
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
Honoris Causa

in recognition of many years of contribution to research inte the wisdom of Israel and the world of
its ancient sages; in recognition of his inspiring personality, his education of generations of
students in Jewish studies and in recognition of his continuing efforts for the consolidation of
academic life in Israel and in appreciation of his assistance to the University of Haifa.

Given at Haifa, Israel
25th October 1987
2nd Heshvan 5748

Ephraim Evron Gabriel Ben-Dor
President Rector
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