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DARKO HORVAT

Born in Slovenia (1969), he studied electronic engineering and gained his B.A. degree at the University of Ljubljana (1986),
then earned an MBA at Clemson University in North Carolina. In 1989, he founded Aktiva, which became the largest private
corporation in Slovenia. With the opening of the Slovene economy to competition following the transfer of the national
centralized economy to a market economy, his firm assisted private entrepreneurs with financial services and business connections.
Aktiva was among the first initiatives in Slovenia that became involved in importing and exporting, and currently it is active in
the areas of industry, high tech, investment management, mergers and acquisitions, risk capital funds, and asset management.

Its headquarters are now in Amsterdam, with branches in Geneva, Ljubljana. London, Milan, New York, and Tel Aviv.

Mr. Horvat paid his first visit to Israel in 1994 and went on to become one of the dominant investors in the Israeli market.
An extraordinary success story, he has also gained a reputation for his investments in human resources. He finances scholarship
for students who have become senior managers in his businesses, and the spirit of his entrepreneurship serves many in the business

world in srael and around the globe as a model for emulation.

Darko Horvat's dominant personality and daring, which have propelled him to the front of the business world in Europe and
[srael, are characterized by an appreciation of the academic world and economic support of the business education of young
people. His philanthropic activity is wide-ranging, including the support of, among others in [srael, organizations promoting
the advance of the Bedouin and Arab sector in the North of the country, the needy, youth at risk, and libraries. His philanthropic
activity places special emphasis on supporting weak populations.

University of Haifa

The Senate of the University of Haifa, by virtue of the authority vested in it by the constitution of the University and in accordance

with the recommendations of the President and the Executive Committee

hereby confers upon
Darko Horvat

the degree of

Doctor of Philosophy, Honoris Causa

in acknowledgment of his being an extraordinary success story, with a reputation for investments in human
resources; his dominant personality, daring, and spirit of initiative, which have propelled him to the forefront
of the business world in Furope and Israel; in token of his appreciation of the academic world and his economic
support of the business education of voung people; and for his wide-ranging philanthropic activity and aid to
non-profit organizations and populations in need.

Conferred in Haifa, Israel
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Prof. Aaron Ben-Ze'ev Prof. Yossi Ben-Artzi
President Rector



