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YITZHAK BEN-AHARON

Born (1906) near Czernowitz, Bukovina (then part of Austria-Hungary), which his parents left for Czernowitz icself when he
was still a baby and there he grew up. His talents and leadership stood out even when he was a youth. In 1920, he joined
Hashomer Hatzair and in 1925 became head of the movement in Romania. Two years later, Chaim Weitzmann sent him for
university studies in Berlin. At the behest of members of his kibbutz, Kibbutz Gimmel as it was called, of which he was one
of its founders, he succeeded in stealing permanently into Israel in 1928,

Yitzhak Ben-Aharon worked with his comrades in drying the swamps of the Kishon harbor and Haifa Bay. He was among the
first of the Jewish laborers who built the port of Haifa. In 1932, he was elected to the executive committee of the Haifa Workers
Council. In 1933, he and his kibbutz settled in Emek Hefer. The kibbutz was named Givat Chaim following the murder of
Chaim Arlosoroff, and M. Ben-Aharon still lives there,

Tn the 1930s, Yitzhak Ben-Aharon served as sectecary of the Tel Aviv Workers Council and secretary of the Mapai Party’s central
committee. He was an emissary of the Histadruth-General Federation of Labor to Czechoslovakia and Poland and went as an
emissary to Germany. During World War I1, he volunteered for the British Army and fell into German captivicy. With his
release (1945), he returned to public activity; along with the rest of the Yishuv leadership, he was arrested in the “Black Sabbath”
roundup by the British Mandatory forces and interred in Latrun.

He was chosen secretary of the Mapam Party in 1948 and represented it in the First Knesset (1949). In 1954, he was elected
to the Knesset as a member of the Achdut HaAvodah Party. He served on the Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee, the
Finance Committee, the Education and Culture Committee, as well as the Interior and Environmental Quality Commitees.
From 1959-1962, he was Minister of Transportation. He resigned in protest against the government’s economic and social
policies. From 1969-1973, he served as secretary-general of the Histadruch. He resigned both that position and his Knesset
seat because of differences of opinion over social and economic policy.

Yitzhak Ben-Aharon was a member of the University of Haifa's Board of Governors from 1976-1999.

He has published eight books and many articles, the most well known of them being a 1963 piece calling for the unification
of the different workers' movements. For this activity and contribution to Istaeli society, he has been conferred with the honorary
doctorate by Tel-Aviv University, the Hebrew University, and Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. In 1995, he was awarded
the Israel Prize.

He is married to Bilha Rubin (1999). He has two sons — Yariv and Yeshayahu — from his marriage to Miriam (who died in
1989) and grandchildren.



University of Haifa

The Senate of the University of Haifa, by virtue of the authority vested in it by the constitution of the University and in

accordance with the recommendations of the President and the Fxecutive Committee

hereby confers upon

Yitzhak Ben-Aharon

the degree of

Doctor of Philosophy, Henoris Causa

in recognition of his longstanding public activity in service to society and the State; in token of his courageous leadership
of the workers' movement, the Labor movement, and the kibbutz movement; and in acknowledgment of his uncompromising

devotion to the values of equality and social dignity; and for his assistance to the University of Haifa.

Conferred at Haifa, Israel

11 Sivan 5764/May 31, 2004
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Pr. .Yehud? ayuth ' Prof. Aaron Ben-Ze'ev

President Rector
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