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SAMI MICHAEL

Born in Baghdad, Iraq (1926), where he completed high school. In 1948 he was forced to escape to Iran following an arrest warrant
against him for his participation in the leftist underground movement for human righes. In 1949 he reached Israel and worked for the
Arabic-language media, as editor of A Itihad and Al Jadid. In. 1955 he left the Communist party and journalism. He completed studies
in hydrology at the British Institute (1960) and worked for 25 years for the Israel Hydrologic Authority.

Sami Michael graduated with a degree in Psychology and Arabic Literature from the University of Haifa (1971). Upon completing
his studies he shifted to writing in Hebrew. His first book, A Men are Equal, but Some are More, was published in 1974 and a year
later he published Storm Among the Pabms. His writings, which have gained a place of honor in Hebrew literature, include novels,
novelettes, plays, books for youth and reference books. They deal with the various facets of Israeli sociery: Jews and Arabs, Ashkenazim
and Sephardim, Communists and Zionists, refugees and immigrants, as well as relationships between Israelis, Palestinians and the Arab
world. Michael is the first Hebrew writer to place an Arab in the center of the plot without condescension or idealization. His rich, realist
writing excels in respect for mankind and its freedom. The desire for social justice and concern for human rights are the central axis of
his writings. His books have been translated into many languages and are studies in schools in Isracl and abroad, such as A Trumpet in
the Wadi, Victoria, Refuge, A Handful of Fog, Pigeons at Trafalgar Square, Water Kissing Water, Love among the Palms, Aida, and others. His
books have been adapted for film, television and theatre productions, and have earned many awards.

Sami Michael is President of the "Isracli Book Village” and honorary member of the Academy of the Arabic Language Academy. A
documentary film produced in 1996 and entitled Samir chronicles Sami Michael's life. A special route in Wadi Nisnas, Haifa, was
named after him: "Sami Michael Way - Man is the Crown of Creation," and walls along the route are inscribed with extracts from his
wotks in Hebrew and with Arabic translation. Since 2001 he has served as President of the Association for Civil Rights in Israel,

Israeli and international conferences in have been dedicated to Sami Michael's renowned works. He has also received many prestigious
awards for his works, including Israel's Prime Minister's Award for Literature (1981, 1988), the Ze'ev Prize (1976, 1990), the Hans
Christian Andersen Award, Bexlin (1992), and the ACUM Prize (1993). His novel Victoria was chosen as book of the year by the Israel
Broadcasting Authority, won the WIZO Prize in Paris (1993), and was awarded the Isracli Literature Prize by the Ministry of Education,
Science and Art (1994), He won the Tolerance Prize, Italy (2001), the Haifa Award of Merit (2003), the Brenner Prize (2004), and
the Beit Hagefen-Arab Jewish Center Award of Merit (2005). He received the President’s Literary Award for Life Work (2005), the
EMET Prize (2007), the Gilboa Award for Tolerance and Co-existence (2008), and Honorary Doctorates from the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem (1995), Ben-Gurion University of the Negev (2000), and Tel Aviv University (2002).
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University of Haifa

The Senate of the University of Haifa, by virtue of the authority vested in it by the constitution of the
University and in accordance with the recommendations of the President and the Executive Committee

hereby confers upon

Sami Michael

the degree of

Doctor of Philosophy, Honoris Causa

in recognition of his prolific literary contribution, which reflects the many faces of Israeli society with

respect for mankind and its freedom; his public activity that consistent!

y expresses deep commitment to

peacc, justice and civilian rights; and his contribution to the advancement of mutual understanding

berween the different denominations and between Jews and Arabs.

Conferred in Haifa, Israel
10 Sivan 5769/June 2, 2009
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