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‘Ruth Dreifuss

President of Switzerland, she was born (1940) in Saint Gall into a Jewish family from Endingen in the Aargau Canton. The family lived
for a time in Bern and then moved to Geneva, where she studied at and received a diploma from the Higher Commercial School. She
went to work as a secretary in a hotel in Ticino and then worked as a journalist with the weekly Cooperation in Basel. In 1963, she became
an assistant in sociology at the Centre Psycho-Social Universitaire and studied economics at Geneva University.

Upon completion of her studies, she became a junior lecturer in the Economics Department (1970-72). In 1972, she was appointed scientific
coordinator in the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation of the Swiss Foreign Ministry.

In 1981, Ms. Dreifuss was elected to the Central Secretariat of the Swiss Federation of Trade Unions. She dealt with issues relating to
social insurance, labor law, the advancement of women, and relations with the International Labor Organization. She had joined the
Soc;1ahst Party in 1965 and was a member of the Bern Municipal Council from 1989- 92.

In 1993, the Swiss Federal Assembly (the government) elected her to the position of Federal Councillor and as Head of the Federal

Department of Home Affairs (responsible for health, social security, education, and culture). In 1997, the Federal Assembly elected her
to the Vice-Presidency of the Federal Council for 1998.

Tn December 1998, she was elected to the Presidency of the Swiss Confederation for 1999, the first woman to hold this office.



University of Haifa
The Senate of the University of Haifa, by virtue of the authority
vested in it by the constitution of the University and in accordance with the

recommendations of the President and the Executive Committee

hereby confers upon

Ruth Dreifuss

the degree of

Doctor of Philosophy
Honoris Causa

for her deep social involvement in her careers in academia and public service;

her contribution to the advancement of the status of women;
and her friendship toward the State of Israel.

Conferred in Haifa, Israel

7// 23 Sivan 5759 / June 7, 1999
% n N

Prof. Yehuda Hayuth Prof. Gad Gilbar
Presicént Rector
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