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Peretz Revesz

Born (1916} in the town of Holic, Slovakia, to Dr. Eliezer and Rosalia Revesz. In 1934, he
began to study medicine at the University of Bratislava, but his studies were interrupted
in 1938, when the Slovakian government instituted racial laws. He then devoted himself
to Young Maccabi. In 1941, he was named to the board of the movement and that year
married Nonika Feder, his life’s companion to this very day.

In 1942, Peretz Revesz became active in smuggling Jews out of Slovakia to Hungary; he was
caught but managed to escape and cross the border into Hungary. The same year, he and
Joel Brand set up the Relief and Rescue Committee. In this framework, he was a member
of the Tiyul Committee, which smuggled Jews from Poland to Hungary (1943). After the
Nazi occupation of Hungary, Peretz Revesz was among those who set up and led the Halutz
Resistance (1944-1945). Among its successes were smuggling out and caring for refugees,
issuing forged documents, placing children and youth in safe houses, and liberating prisoners.

After the war, he founded and directed the Child Protection Department within the framework
of the Joint (1945-1948). This department rehabilitated thousands of children and youth
who survived the Holocaust. He also served (1946-1948) as director of Youth Aliyah
in Hungary. From the end of 1948, after the Hungarian Communist government forbad
emigration and Zionist activity, Peretz Revesz took on the dangerous task of organizing the
flight from Hungary. Warned of his imminent arrest, he fled to Vienna with his wife
and two children in April 1949, and a month later immigrated to Istael.

He joinéd Kfar Hamaccabi Kibbutz. He was Kibbutz secretary (1967-1970, 1972-1974). He
cultivated the hobby of photography and set up the photography department of the United
Kibbutz Movement. Between 1972 and 1974, he studied social work at Beit Berl. From 1974,
he has been a member of the board of Kfar Tikvah, a communal settlement for people with
special needs. Until 1984, he served as care manager of the village, and thereafter he became
responsible for raising funds for its support and for recruiting volunteers from abroad.

Since the 1950s, Peretz Revesz has devoted much effort to instilling and preserving the
heritage of rescue activities in Hungary. He has given testimony to historians, made available
documents to Holocaust researchers, including the Strochlitz Institute of Holocaust Studies
at the University of Haifa. His book, Agamst the Torrents of Evil (2001), describes his life up
to his immigration to Israel.

His activities have earned Peretz Revesz recognition and esteem. The Ministry of Defense
presented him with its “Fighter against Nazis” award (1967) as well as the Medal of Valor
for his resistance activity in saving Hungarian fews during the Holocaust (2000). The
Ministry of Labor and Welfare's Volunteer Unit gave him a commendation for his work in
Kfar Tikvah (1999), and the government of Hungary honored him for his bravery in his
resistance activity {1998).



UNIVERSITY OF HAIFA

The Senate of the University of Haifa, by virtue of the authority vested in it by the
| constitution of the University and in accordance with the recommendations of the

President and Executive Committee

hereby confers upon
Peretz Revesz

the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy

Honoris Causa

in recognition of his heroic activity at risk to his own life in saving many Jewish lives
during the Holocaust; in appreciation of his central role in the rehabilitation of children
and youth who survived the Holocaust and immigrated to Israel; in token of his assistance
to his fellow human beings and his venerated activity at Kfar Tikvah; and for his
contribution to instilling the heritage of the Holocaust for the generations to come.
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Conferred in Haifa, Israel
17 Sivan 5762 / May 28, 2002

P / 4 Ane B2,

- Yehudd Hayuth Prof. Aaron Ben-Ze'ev

President Rector

‘1



	Untitled.PDF.pdf
	Peretz Revesz.pdf

