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* Hélene Ahrweiler

Bom in Athens, Greece (1926), where she was educated and graduated from the University of Athens after studying art and philosophy
as well as history and archeology. She went on to gain two doctorates, in history (1960) and in literature (1966), from the Sorbonne
in Paris. In 1967, she was appointed professor at the Sorbonne and has since then pursued an academic career that combines research
and teaching with senior academic administrative posts: Vice President of the University of Paris I (Patheon-Sotbonne, 1970-1973),
President (1976-1981), then Honorary President of this university. From 1983-1989, she served as Rector of the Academy, Chancellor
of the Universities of Paris, and Vice President of the High Council of the French Education Department.

Professor Ahrweiler is an expert of international repute on the history of the Byzantine culture and state. She is director of the Research
Center for Byzantine and Chrisfian Near History and Civilization. In this field as well as in medieval Mediterranean history, historical
geography, and the history of ideas, she has published extensively, both articles and books. She serves as vice president of the Universal
Movement for Scientific Responsibility and as president of the Committee of Ethics for Sciences in France's National Center for
Scientific Research.

Alongside her academic career, Professor Ahrweiler fulfills senior positions in French cultural institutions. She was vice president
of the Advisory Council of the Georges Pompidou National Center of Arts and Culture (from its founding in 1976 to 1989) and
president of the Georges Pompidou Center-Beaubourg (1989-1992). She currently serves as vice president of the House of Europe,
vice president of the Danielle Mittarrand "France Libertes” Foundation, and president of the Buropean Cultural Center of Deloni.

Her academic career has earned her widespread recognition, among them being membership in the British Academy and the Royal
Academy of Belgium. Among the honorary distinctions that France has awarded her are Officer of the Legion of Honor and Commander
of the Order of Arts and Letters. Honors accorded her outside France include Member of the Olympic Order and honorary degrees
from a veritable list of universities, including the University of London and Harvard University.

Professor Ahrweiler has demonstrated an involvement in the activities of the University of Haifa, particularly those of the Leon
Recanati Center for Maritime Studies and the Department of Maritime Civilizations.



University of Haifa

The Senate of the University of Haifa, by virtue of the authority
vested in it by:the University Constitution and in accordance with the
recommendations of the President and the Executive Committee

. hereby confers upon

Hélene Ahrweiler

the degree of

Doctor of Philosophy

Honoris Causa

in recognition of her scholarly achievements and her contribution, both in-depth and
extensive, to the research of culture: in acknowledgment of her activity in instilling cultural
values in all sectors of the population; in esteem of her contribution to higher education

in Paris and in France; and in token of her friendship toward the University of Haifa.

Conferred at Haifa, Israel

19 Iyyar 5757/ May 26, 1997

rof. Yehudy Hayuth

President

Prof. Mordechai Shechter

Rector
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