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DAVID WEISS HALIVNI

Born in Poljana Kobilecka in the Carpathian Mountains in then
Czechoslovakia, today the Ukraine, in 1928 and reared in Sighet, Roumania,
where he received semicha, rabbinical ordination, in 1944, he was deported
to Auschwitz. Surviving the ordeal, he emigrated to the United States in 1947,
He eamned his bachelor's degree from Brooklyn College (1953), his master's
from New York University (1956), and his doctorate from the Jewish
Theological Seminary of New York (1958), where he subsequently became
Professor of Talmud. He later became Professor of Talmud and Classical
Rabbinics at Columbia University. He is a founder and serves as Rector (reish
metivta) of the Institute of Traditional Judaism in Mount Vernon, N.Y.

Professor Halivni is a brilliant scholar who has earned a wide reputation for
acumen and ingenuity in his method of Talmudic commentary and analysis
of rabbinic literature. His many writings, in English and Hebrew, include a
projected ten-volume work on the Talmud, Mekorot u'Mesorot (Sources and
Traditions), of which five volumes have already appeared; and Peshat and
Derash: Plain and Applied Meaning in Rabbinic Exegesis, published by
Oxford University Press in 1990. Among the honors he has received is the
Bialik Prize, equivalent to a Pulitzer Prize for Literature, awarded by the city
of Tel Aviv.

Since 1981, Professor Halivni has been a Fellow of the Institute for Advanced
Studies at The Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He has served as a visiting
professor at The Hebrew University and Bar-Ilan University. A past
president of the American Academy of Jewish Research, he was also elected a
member of the American Academy of Arts and Science.



UNIVERSITY OF HAIFA

The Senate of the University of Haifa, by virtue of the
authority vested in it by the by-laws of the University
and in accordance with the recommendations of the
President and Executive Committee of the University

hereby confers upon

David Weiss Halivni

the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy

honoris causa

in recognition of a life time of contribution to research and
understanding of the origins of the Talmud, of Talmudic heritage,
and rabbinic literature; his achievements in educating generations
of Jewish thinkers and teachers; and his continuing involvement in
the Jewish community of the United States and love of the State of
Israel.

Given at Haifa

. . This 17th Day of Sivan, 5753 / 6th Day of June, 1993

E. Ozer Schild Aliza Shenhar
President Rector
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