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Benjamin Z. Kedar -

Born in Nitra, Czechoslovakia, in 1938, he came to Israel in 1949. Following his army service (1956-1958), he studied history at
Hebrew University (M.A., 1965) and completed his doctorate at Yale University {1969). He began teaching in Jerusalem in 1969 and
from that year to 1976 at Ben-Gurion University, as well. In 1986, he became a full professor at Hebrew University.

Professor Kedar is a scholar of wide repute as a result of his research of the Middle Ages. His prominent contribution Lies in the area
of the Crusades, having investigated new aspects of the encounter berween Christians and Muslims from both the point of view of
the Christian mission and the cultural perspective. Other significant contributions are his study of medieval trade, especially in the
Mediterranean basin, and his comparative research of the history of the Land of Israel. He has published 28 books and 141 articles in
first-rank scholarly journals.

In addition to his scholarly activity, Professor Kedar served as chairman of the Committee for Research Students at Hebrew University,
was founder and chairman of its School of History, and director of Hebrew University's Institute for Advanced Studies. He has also
filled key positions in Istaeli academia: chairman of the Standing Committee on Teachers Colleges of the Council for Higher Education,
member (since 1998) of the Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities and, from 2001, chairman of the Academy’s Humanities
Section. He has served as president of the International Society for the Study of the Crusades and the Latin East (1995-2001) and,
since 2000, has been chairman of the Israel Antiquities Authority. That year, he was co-editor of the prestigious journal, Crusades, which

reaches hundreds of institutions and top researchers around the world,

Professor Kedar's scholarly contribution has gained him international recognition, including prizes and medals from distinguished
institutions, among them Princeton's Institute of Advanced Studies and the Monumenta Germaniae Historica in Munich. More

recently he was named a corresponding fellow of the latter prestigious institution and also of the Medieval Academy of America.



University of Haifa

The Senate of the University of Haifa, by virtue of the authority vested in it by the constitution of the University

and in accordance with the recommendations of the President and the Executive Committee

hereby confers upon

Benjamin Z. Kedar

the degree of

Doctor of Philosophy, Honoris Causa

in esteem of his extensive scholarly contribution to the study of the Middle Ages, his ground-breaking
research in the area of the Crusades, and his comparative study of the history of the Land of Isracl; in token
of his contribution to shaping academic life in Israel and cultivating young researchers; and for
his aid in advancing the University of Haifa.

Conferred in Haifa, Israel
19 Sivan 5767/June 5, 2007

Aol B2, ﬁwﬂ? j{,sm.,'
Prof. Aaron Ben-Ze'ev Prof. Yossi Ber-Artzi
President
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